














 

 

AT A REGULAR MEETING OF THE DUMFRIES TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY, 
JUNE 19, 2012, IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 17755 MAIN STREET, DUMFRIES, VIRGINIA: ON 
A MOTION DULY MADE BY_______________, AND SECONDED BY ______________, THE 
FOLLOWING ORDINANCE WAS ADOPTED BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE: 
 

Dorothea D. Barr, ____; 
Gerald M. Foreman, II, ____; 

Kristin W. Forrester, ____; 
 Louis A. Praino, ____; 
Willie J. Toney, ____; 

Gwen P. Washington, ____; 
Vacant 

 
ORDINANCE TO ADOPT CHAPTER 26, ARTICLE III, SECTION 26, NOISE TO REPLACE 

SUBJECTIVE NOISE STANDARDS IN THE CODE WITH OBJECTIVE NOISE STANDARDS 
 

WHEREAS, in Tanner v. City of Virginia Beach, the Virginia Supreme Court held that 
noise provisions are unconstitutionally vague if the provisions include standards that depend on 
the “subjective tolerances, perceptions and sensibilities of a listener.”; and  
 

WHEREAS, several provisions of the Town of Dumfries Noise Ordinance rely on 
subjective standards, because they prohibit sounds that “annoy or disturb a reasonable person of 
normal sensitivities”; and 

 
WHEREAS, the subjective standards in the Town’s Noise Ordinance should be amended 

and replaced with objective standards; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Town Council authorized a public hearing on this matter, duly 

advertised for the purpose, was held on June 5, 2012 and all interested citizens were heard. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED by the Dumfries Town Council on this 19th 

day of June that the Code of Ordinances, Town of Dumfries, Virginia, as amended, is further 
amended by deleting Chapter 26, Article III, Section 26-60 through 26-66 and reenacting 
Chapter 26, Article III, Section 26-60 through 26-66 as attached hereto. 

 
By Order of Council:  
 
 
________________________ 

        Gerald M. Foreman, Mayor 
Attest: ________________________ 
 Dawn Hobgood, Town Clerk 


