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Status update to consider the allowance of mobile food vendors as an amendment to
Section 70-22 “Temporary Uses" of Town Code

BACKGROUND / SUMMARY:

During the Council's May 8, 2012 meeting, Council directed staff to have the Planning
Commission consider the allowance of mobile food vendors as an amendment to Section
70-22 “Temporary Uses” of Town Code. This amendment would permit mobile food vendors
to sell their products in various locations throughout the Town. The Commission discussed this

issue in their May 14, 2012 Work Session.

ATTACHMENTS:

Summary of the Planning Commissions May 14, 2012 mee’rin‘g discussion to amend Section

70-22 “Temporary Uses"” of Town Code to allow for Mobile Food Vendors

REQUESTED ACTION:

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT:

Phone#: 703-221-3400, ext. 118
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Name: Morgan Brim

E-mail: mbrim@dumfriesva.gov
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TO: Town Council

FROM: Morgan Brim, Town Planner/Zoning Administrator
DATE: May 15, 2012

RE: Mobile Food Vendors Update

SUMMARY

After careful consideration and discussion, the Planning Commission (OC) felt that they would
be unable to support the allowance of Mobile Food Vendors. The PC felt that this use would
have several negative impacts on the health, safety and general welfare of the Town’s residents
and business community. These concerns are as follows:

1. Traffic conflicts with pedestrians and vehicles,
Parking issues related to:

a. Original site plan approvals only considered existing businesses and did not take
into account parking requirements for temporary uses, resulting in a limited
parking stock,

3. Temporary businesses undercut established Town businesses

a. The overhead costs and initial investment to a permanent business is much greater
than the overhead costs to a temporary food vendor,

b. Creates direct competition to existing businesses that employ local residents and
pay property and meals taxes,

4. Difficulty in ensuring meals taxes are paid and ensuring health standards that are
applicable to existing businesses, and

5. Prince William County, Stafford County, City of Manassas, Manassas Park and City of
Falls Church do not allow mobile food vendors for the reasons listed above.

Staff understands and recognizes the Council’s desire to be inclusive of all business types. An
alternative avenue will exist for mobile food vendors to conduct business as part of the Town’s
Farmers Market. The Farmers Market is currently being planned by Cydny Neville the Director
of Community Services. The establishment of the Farmers Market this summer is a priority for
Cydny.

Chair Chris Padberg will be present during the discussion to answer any of the Council’s
questions.



